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Delegations

by Linda Brown, Co-Liaison, Changchun, China

In October and December this year the Little Rock Sister Cities Commission hosted two
groups from our Sister City Changchun,Pe o pl e’ s Republ i c of Chi

From October 17-19, a delegation of 6 officials and 32 citizens visited Little Rock. The

delegates very much enjoyed their visit and appreciated the generosity and hospitality of Li Yo CF PR
ittle Rock’s Sister Cities:

Little Rock. During their stay, they not only visited landmark sites in Little Rock, but had good

discussions with Little Rock Mayor Mark Stodola, business and government representatives, Kaohsiung, Taiwan

and Sister Cities Commissioners. The group visited the River Market, Clinton Presidential (established April 19, 1983)

Center, the headquarters of Heifer Internationalandit s Wor | d Educati on

Hospital, KATV Channel 7, and Hardin Farm. Hanam City, South Korea
)

During their trip the Changchun delegation attended the Little Rock Board of Directors (established May 19, 1992)

meeting, planted and dedicated a Chinese Elm tree on President Clinton Avenue, and Mr. Liu

Lifu, President of Puppet Manchurian Royal Palace Museum exchanged ideas with Ms. Ann Changchun, China

Kamps, Head of Volunteers, Clinton Presidential Center (established April 5, 1994)
This visit was the first for Changchun to bring a big citizen delegation to Little Rock. The Ragusa, Italy

success of this visit proved the feasibility of future citizen exchanges between the two cities. (established May 21, 2007)
Both parties believe that citizen exchanges have the potential to develop more in-depth

cooperation, enhancing our exchanges in broader areas. Pachuca, Mexico

The second Changchun delegation visited Little Rock December 6-9, and was led by (established April 26, 2007)

Changchun Vice-Mayor Madam Wu Lan. Also in attendance were Mr. Wei Wei - President of
Char.lgchun Institute ofAutomoblle, Madam Qm He - Pres,.ldent. of Chapgchun Hua Qiao Little Rock’s Friendship
Foreign Languages Institute, Mr. Wang Dalei - The Standing Vice President of Changchun Red

Cross Society, Mr. Xu Gaofeng - Director, The Office of Culture & Education of Changchun Cities:

Municipal Government, and Mr. Yuan Chenglu - Director, Foreign Affairs Office of Changchun La Petite Pierre, France
Municipal Government. (established July 19, 1999)
The group was most interested in seeing different types of schools, from K-12, public, private, Newcastle upon Tyne, England
and vocational. During their stay, the group toured Pulaski Tech, E-Stem High School, Gibbs (established July 24 ’1999)
International Magnet school, Episcopal Collegiate School, UALR, and the Clinton Presidential ¢

Center.

The group also met with Mayor Stodola and representatives from the Arkansas Economic
Development Commission, the AEDC China office, and the Little Rock Chamber of
Commerce.

All of the visitors from Changchun were impressed with the physical beauty of Little Rock and
the friendliness of our citizens. They look forward to increased exchanges between our cities.
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Sister City Profile
Changchun, China

Sister City to Little Rock, Arkansas since April 5, 1994

Changchun is the capital and largest city of Jilin province, located at the northeast of
the People's Republic of China. The Changchun metropolitan area has a population
of 6.83 million and a population of 2.78 million in its city proper.

As capital of Jilin Province, Changc
City”, “Film City”, “City of Sgt eQicte
well. With a strong industrial base, abundant agricultural resources, advanced
scientific and technological infrastructure, and highly developed culture and
education, the city is fast becoming one of the international modern cities in
Northeast Asia.

Economy

Changchun is the Automobile City of China. The very first truck "Jiefang Truck" and
the first sedan car "Red Flag" of PR China were manufactured in Changchun. Since
then, automobile manufacturing has become the pillar industry of Changchun. The
GDP per capita was ¥21336 (ca. US$2580) in 2003, ranked no. 52 among 659 Chinese
cities.

Colleges and Universities

Jilin University (JLU) is a leading national university under the direct jurisdiction of
China's Ministry of Education. Located in Changchun, the University has eight
campuses in five districts which are home to thirty-nine colleges covering eleven
academic disciplines, including philosophy, economics, law, literature, education,
history, science, engineering, agriculture, medicine, and management. The
University boasts sixteen disciplinary areas, five national key laboratories, and eight
national bases for the development of basic science. Other resources include five
research bases for humanities and social sciences, seven key laboratories sponsored
by the Ministry of Education and eleven by other ministries of Chinese government.

History

Changchun is a new city with only about 200 years of history. Changchun started as a
minor trading town. In the year of 1800, Emperor Jiaging of Qing Dynasty selected a
small village on the east bank of the Yitong River and named it as "Changchun Ting",
and in the year of 1889, it was promoted as "Changchun Fu".

It expanded rapidly as the junction between of the Japanese-owned South
Manchurian Railway and the Russian-owned Chinese Eastern Railway which had
different rail gauges, as well as permit licenses, from 1905-1935. Changchun had
railway repair shops and branch lines originating in Changchun extended into Korea
and Inner Mongolia. In 1932, moving from Jilin City (Kirin city) 200 km. to the east,
Changchun became the capital of Manchukuo, a state in Manchuria led by Pu Yi with
the help from Japan, and which existed from 1931 to 1945. Then known as Hsinking,
the capital was a well-planned city with broad avenues and modern public works. The
city underwent rapid expansion in both its economy and infrastructures.

Renamed Changchun by the People's Republic of China government, it became the
capital of Jilin in 1954. From the 1950s, it was designated to become a center for
China's automotive industry. The famous Red Flag limousines were made in
Changchun as were the Liberation (Jiefang) trucks based on a Ford model used in
Russia who supplied much of the early manufacturing machinery.

Changchun Municipal Peoples Government decided to build an International Sister
City Sculpture Park in the South of Changchun, which is in front of Changchun
Municipal People's Government offices and across from the Changchun World
Sculpture Park. The theme of International Sister City Sculpture Park is "Friendship,
Exchanges and Development". The purpose of building the park is to promote
exchanges with Sister Cities, offering an international platform for showcasing the
national culture & art of its Sister Cities.
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LRSCC Monthly Meeting is held every first
Wednesday of each month at 11:30 am at City
Hall Sister Cities Conference Room unless

otherwise noted. Photos from Changchun Delegation Visits

Commi ssi oner Robert
Sister City Hanam City, South Korea November
27-December 2. Coon met with Hanam City
officials to discuss the relationship between the
two cities and to begin the planning process for
an official delegation trip next Spring. More
information about the trip will be included in
the January 2012 Newsletter.

ABOUT US

The Little Rock Sister Cities Commission works
to foster relationships between Little Rock and ¢
its Sister and Friendship Cities to promote ¥
mutual cross-cultural understanding and
exchanges. The commission will cultivate this
environment by serving as a conduit for
potential business and educational
collaboration and offering unique experiences
in international arts and culture.

Chairman Michell, Commissioner Lacewell and Tina Tian with members of the Changchun Delegation

Members of the LRSCC with Changchun visitors Madam Wu Lan, Vice Mayor of Changchun
at City Hall at the Arkansas Capitol

For more information: Visit our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=60358355745
Visit our Website www. [rsistercities.org
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